b R
! \ e

] - . - - . 'l-». o CE ) ¥ e

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/21 : GIA-RDP80-00809A000700010428-4

GUNEIUCR AL
CLASSIFICATION CORFIDENTIAL »
REPOR
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 50X1-HUM

INFORMATION FROM
FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROADCASTS CcD NO.

COUNTRY Hungary DATE OF
' INFORMATION 1951

SUBJECT Economic - Meat shortage
HOW . DATE DIST. / ©0¢T 1951
PUBLISHED Daily newspaper
WHERE
PUBLISHED Budapest NO. OF PAGES 2
pATE 1 Jul 1951

u
PUBLISHED SUPPLEMENT TO
LANGUAGE Hungarian REPORT NO.

B 1His DOCUNENT CONTAINS INFORMA

" I . THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

U, 5. C.. 31 AND 32.AS ANENDED.

OF 115 CONTENTS tN ANY MANNER TO AR UKAUTHORIZED PER
WIBITED OY LAW. REPRODUCYION OF THIS FORM 1S PROHIBITED.

SOURCE szabad Nep.

EXPTAINS SERIOUS MEAT SHORTAGE;
STRS MORE MEAT iN -5 MONTHS

Imre Nagy
Minister of Food

The present meat shortage, the result of last year's higker rate of sleaughter
and consumption, constitutes & serious problem. Never pefore had so many pigs and
suckling pigs, cattle and calves been slaughtered in Hungary &s in 1950. Since
Avgust 1950, the farmers have slaughtered or sold their animals because of the
extrem=ly bad corn and other fodder crops ceaused by the severe drought. Thus, the
present deficiencies in the meat supply can be attributed to the bad crop. The
sisughterhouses, operating in taree shifts, could hardly satisfy the demand.

The livestock census taken in February 1951 showed that the number of pigs
= vad decreased by 2 million in 9 months, and, even more serious, the number of sows
- tv one third. The decrease of cattle was 15-20 percent.

While there had been abundant meat supplies from September to October 1950,
spring 1951 brought a gerious shortage, which was followed by speculation and
illegal slaughtering resulting in the further decline of the already decimated
tivestock. To insure a minimum supply for the consumers, as well as to stop &
further decrease of livestock, harsh regulations were introduced. This circum-
stance explains why the available meat supply is much gmaller now than in 1950

- and belov the normal requirements. It must be emphasized, however, that the cur-
] . ert meager per-capite ration is 5til1]l substantlaily greater than in rich England,
where mach smaller rations are available of salted, frozen,; OTr canned meat only.

Uonsidering the normal meat consumption in Bungary, however, the present ra-
+ion is small. The meat supply difficulties are aggravated by the fact that while
a good harvest solves the problem of bread consumption, it takes more time to se-
ecure & normal meat supply.
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How then, can the meat shortage be solved? If as many animals were %o be

sent to the slaughterhouses as in 1950 or 1949, then the 1ivestock would decrease

more rapidly, and the consumer would eat today what he should use tomorrow or the

o day after. This policy would lead to an even more difficult situation, which
could not be solved in the foreseeable future, and would make the meat shortage
permanent. Therefore, this solution is not recommended.

The difficulties can be overcome quickly and safely by & smaller meat con-
sumption for a few more months. During that period, the 1ivestock -- with the
help of this year's bumper crop -= must be developed, and the state-owned pig-
sties must be filled with pigs for fattening. With accelerated fattening, con-
siderable quantities could be placed on the market in & or 5 months; thus,
slowly but surely, the population's entire meat requirement could be secured.

Due to the good barley crop and the prospective excellent corn cIop, there
wiil soon be more pigs available for fattening than at any time since the libera-
tion. As s result, at the end of October and in November, when the poultry and
pigs fattened on the new corn reach the market, the meat situation will improve

quickliy.

The present meat shortage is alleviated by the excellent crop of garden
vegetables and potatoes. Because great quantities of these products are con-
signed to Budapest and other cities, the state railroads have a serlous trans-
portation problem. The traffic has almost reached its spring peak, although

e transportation of the principal agricultural products, such as grain and fodder,
.as not even begun.
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